moderp
sitlers weg

ou
hart

Trails West

| WHY IT METTERS NOW | TERMS & NAMES |
Thousands of settlers followed trails  This migration brought Americans to Jedediah Smith Santa Fe Trail
through the West to gain land and a  the territories that became New mountain man Oregon Trail
chance to make a fortune. Mexico, Oregon, and Utah: o Jim Beckwourth  Mormon

land speculator Brigham Young

ONE AMERICAN'S STORY -

The mountain man Jedediah Smith was leading an expedition to

find a route through the Rocky Mountains when a grizzly bear o
attacked. The bear seized Smith’s head in its mouth, shredded his
face, and partially tore off one ear. Smith's men chased the hear ™
away. Jim Clyman recalled the scene.

A VOICE FRORM THE FAST _m %
I asked [Smith] what was best. He said, “One or two go for water W

and it you have a needle and thread get it out and sew up my TR
wounds around my head.” . . . I told him | could do nothing for his
ear. “Oh, you must try to stitch it up some way or other,” said he.
Then | put in my needle and stitched it through and through.

Jim Clyman, quoted in The West, by Geoffrey C. Ward

ledediah Smith

Ten days after this attack, Jedediah Smith was ready to continue
exploring. Smith was one of the daring fur trappers and explorers known as
mountain men. The mountain men opened up the West by discovering the

best trails through the Rockies. In this section, you will learn about the
trails—and why pioneers followed them west.

) . . ‘Cmm our HJ tt
Mountain men spent most of the year alone, trapping small animals such your chart to
take notes about

as beavers. Easterners wanted beaver furs to make the men’s hats that were New Mexico,
in fashion at the time. To obtain furs, mountain men roamed the Great  ©Oregon, and Utah.
Plains and the Far West, the regions between the Mississippi River and
the Pacific Ocean, and set traps in w&\ mountain streams.

Because of their adventures, mountain men such as Jedediah Smith and

Jim Beckwourth _umntm famous as rugged loners. However, they were not
as independent as the legends have portrayed them. Instead, they were
connected economically to the businessmen who bought their furs.
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Sacramento Salt Lake City N ‘Coundil Bluffs +,Nauvoo
Rl : _
ILLINOIS
o San Francisco UTAH TERRITQRY
N Y - -~ _"4St. Loui
\Qﬁ\.w 5 Independence K -
- MISSOURI 5
|
. Cutoff Cherokee _
JICIFIC Creex \ =1 Qregon Trail
{4CEAN J Seminole T .
s N ] T
| N “Los Angeles ‘Choctaiw = Lalngrma. ﬂm.___
k y Chighaian Santa Fe Trail
200 Miles { S 1 = 0ld Spanish Trail
L 200Kiomet il | = Mormon Trail
! llometers ) i
ingHistory | GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER Interpreting Maps Crow Native Americans
%@.m 1. Place What is the length in miles of the Oregon Trail from Independence, i Fort L
‘ind South Missouri, to Fort Vancouver?
1the map 2. Human-Environment Interaction Why do you think some of the trails
je 395. ran along rivers?
which two
1sed that .
The Trail to Santa Fe
Traders also traveled west in search of markets. After Mexico gained inde-
pendence from Spain in 1821, it opened its borders to American traders,
whom Spain had kept out. In response, the Missouri trader William
Becknell set out with hardware, cloth, and china for Santa Fe, capital of the
Mexican province of New Mexico. By doing so, he opened the Santa Fe
Trail, which led from Missouri to Santa Fe. Once in Santa Fe, he made a
large profit because the New Mexicans were eager for new merchandise.
When Becknell returned to Missouri weeks later, a curious crowd met
him. One man picked up one of Becknell’s bags and slit it open with a
%mm:ﬁmmmﬁ_ﬁ knife. As gold and silver coins spilled onto the street, the onlookers
i - Makin .
B gasped. The news spread that New Mexico was a place where traders
ences \What )
to you think could become rich.
_M..jﬂ Missourians The following spring, Becknell headed to Santa Fe again. This time
night decid ] i ]
iE wxﬂmmm_mza he loaded his trade goods into covered wagons, which Westerners called
g .. A : ‘
fecknel's prairie schooners. Their billowing white canvas tops made them look
Aealth? like schooners, or sailing ships.

Becknell could not haul wagons over the mountain pass he had used
on his first trip to Santa Fe. Instead, he found a cutoff, a shortcut that
avoided steep slopes but passed through a deadly desert to the south. As
his traders crossed the burning sands, they ran out of water. Crazed by
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converts: peopl; N%E% :

who accept a
new religious
belief

eq
_"_:n_:m _<_m_:
sas What
fficulties did
milies like the
igers face?

i

D. Analyzing
Causes Why did
Brigham Young
lead the Mormons
to Utah?

Section

. _mamg_m: m:,__ﬁr
® mountain man
* Jim Beckwourth

months later, nine-year-old Catherine fell under a moving wagon, which
crushed her left leg. Later, “camp fever” killed both of the Sager parents.

Even though the Sager parents had died, the other families in the train
cooperated to help the Sager orphans make it to Oregon. There, the
Whitmans agreed to adopt them. When Narcissa met them, Catherine
recalled, “We thought as we shyly looked at her that she was the pretti-

est woman we had ever seen.”

While most pioneers went west in search of wealth, one group migrated
for religious reasons. The Mormons, who settled Utah, were members
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. Joseph Smith had
founded this church in upstate New York in 1830. The Mormons lived
in close communities, worked hard, shared their goods, and prospered.

The Mormons, though, also made enemies. Some people reacted
angrily to the Mormons’ teachings. They saw the Mormon practice of
polygamy—allowing a man to have more than one wife at a time—as
immoral. Others objected to their holding property in common.

In 1844, an anti-Mormon mob in Illinois killed Smith. Brigham
Young, the next Mormon leader, moved his people out of the United
States. His destination was Utah, then part of Mexico. In this desolate
region, he hoped his people would be left to follow their faith in peace.

In 1847, about 1,600 Mormons followed part of the Oregon 'Irail to
Utah. There they built a new settlement by the Great Salt Lake. Because
Utah has little rainfall, the Mormons had to work together to build
dams and canals. These structures captured water in the hills and carried
it to the farms in the valleys below. Through teamwork, they made their
desert homeland bloom.

In the meantime, changes were taking place in Texas. As you will read
in Section 2, Americans had been moving into that Mexican territory, too.

. Assessment

Bmar (o=
2. Using Gra

Use a cluster diagram like the
one shown to review details
about the trails west.

3. Main Tdeas

&, How did the mountain
men open up the West for
later settlement?

ls. What are two examples of

pioneer groups who used Explain.

4, Critical Thinking
Dravving Conclusions Of
all the hardships faced by

" people who went west, what

do you think was the worst?

* land speculator

* Santa Fe Trail

* Oregon Trail
* Mormon

* Brigham Young

ACTIVITY

LANGUR

rllf.’.l

3

SPTIOMNS

Which trail would you have
wanted to travel? Why?

cooperation to overcome
hardship?

¢. What economic and social
forces drew people to the
West?

THINI ABDUT

o the mountain men
o4\/illiam Becknell

o the Sagers

o the Mormons

Research a pioneer from this section and either write a letter from his or her point
of view to a friend or illustrate a journal entry with sights from your journey.
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